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Welcome
Welcome to the 2026 Heartland Apicultural Society Conference!

We are thrilled to gather beekeepers, researchers, educators, and industry partners from 
across the region for two days of learning, connection, and collaboration. This year’s 
program offers a dynamic blend of scientific insight and practical application, with plenary 
sessions, breakout presentations, hands-on apiary experiences, and specialized laboratory 
workshops. 

Over the next two days, you have the opportunity to learn from leading experts in 
apiculture, explore current research, and develop skills that can be applied directly to your 
beekeeping operations. From discussions on queen quality and colony health to in-hive 
demonstrations on management practices and varroa control, the program is designed to 
support beekeepers at every level—from beginners to seasoned professionals.

We also encourage you to take full advantage of the vendor area, networking 
opportunities, and informal discussions that make this conference such a valuable and 
engaging experience. These connections are at the heart of the Heartland Apicultural 
Society’s mission—bringing together a strong, supportive community dedicated to 
advancing beekeeping and pollinator health.

Thank you for being part of this year’s conference. We hope you leave inspired, informed, 
and connected.

HAS 2026 Sponsors
GOLDEN HIVE - $2,500

HONEYCOMB - $1,000

            
WORKER BEE - $250

RECEPTION AND RACE CREDITS
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SATURDAY, MAY 30
8:00 a.m. Registration Opens

Vendor Area Opens
North Lobby 

 Big Ten A

9:00 a.m. Welcome from Heartland Apicultural Society
Jennifer Tsuruda

Big Ten C

9:10 a.m. Welcome and Apiculture Resources from Michigan 
State University* - Ana Heck

Big Ten C

9:30 a.m. Plenary Session: What Makes a Good (or Bad) Queen?* - 
Jeff Harris

Big Ten C

10:30 a.m. Break (Vendors, drinks, snacks and door prizes) Big Ten BC

11:00 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 All About Drones*- Robyn Underwood
•	 Honey Bee Nutrition and Supplemental Feeding -  

John Benham
•	 Swarms, Splits, and Sustainability - Richard Wahl
•	 Managing Amitraz-Resistant Varroa Mites - Jeff Harris
•	 Vendor Session: 

•	Mites Past, Present, Future: Formic Acid, Varroa, 
and Preparing for Tropilaelaps* - Tom Nolan and 
Phoebe Snyder

 
Big Ten C
Big Ten B

Michigamme
Conf. 62

Big Ten A

APIARY SESSIONS
•	 Colony Inspections** - Reed Johnson
•	 Varroa Monitoring** - Jennifer Tsuruda
•	 Varroa Management***- Ana Heck & Meghan Milbrath

Apiary 1
Apiary 2

Apiary Class

12:00 p.m. Lunch Break (on your own - Brody Hall is open for lunch)

1:00 p.m. Plenary Session: Spotted Lanternfly Honeydew Honey*
- Robyn Underwood

Big Ten C

2:00 p.m. Break (Please visit vendors & grab a drink) Big Ten A

2:15 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 Improving Varroa Control* - Reed Johnson
•	 Single Brood Box Management - Mike Sautter
•	 Swarm Catching Tips - Barry Richards
•	 Using a Double-Screen Board for Splits -  

Leonard Davis
•	 Vendor Session:

•	A New Mode of Action for Varroa Control: How 
Norroa™ Protects Colony Health* - Eric Walgren 

•	Buzzing Along with America 250* - Margaret Reid 

Big Ten C
Big Ten B

Michigamme
Conf. 62

Big Ten A

Agenda

*Presentation only offered once during the conference. 
**Space limited on a first come, first served basis. 
***Pre-registration required.

AGENDA CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Agenda
SATURDAY, MAY 30 CONT.

APIARY SESSIONS
•	 Beekeeping While Minimizing Disruption**-  

Judy Wu-Smart
•	 Colony Inspections, Queen Handling**- Ana Heck
•	 Swarm Deterrence and Splits***- Meghan Milbrath

Apiary 1

Apiary 2
Apiary Class

2:30-4:30 
p.m.

LABORATORY WORKSHOPS
•	 Bee Dissection & Anatomy***- Zachary Huang

Natural 
Sciences Bldg

3:15 p.m. Break (Please visit vendors & grab a drink) Big Ten A

3:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 Think Like a Bee - Larry Connor 
•	 Bee Diseases & Varroa*- Leonard Davis
•	 The Honey Bee’s Annual Cycle of Survival -  

John Benham 
•	 Swarms, Splits and Sustainability - Richard Wahl
•	 Vendor Session:

•	Honey Bee Health and What we are Doing for 
Beekepers* - David Westervelt

Big Ten C
Big Ten B

Michigamme

Conf. 62
Big Ten A

APIARY SESSIONS
•	 Inspections, Swarm Management**- Judy Wu-Smart
•	 Colony Inspections, Queen Handling**- Ana Heck
•	 Making Late Seasion Nucs for Expansion***-  

Meghan Milbrath

Apiary 1
Apiary 2

Apiary Class

5:00 p.m. Reception Kellogg  Patio

6:30 p.m. Adjourn for the day

SUNDAY, MAY 31
8:00 a.m. Registration Opens

Vendor Area Opens
North Lobby 

 Big Ten A

8:45 a.m. Welcome from Heartland Apicultural Society
Jennifer Tsuruda

Big Ten C

9:00 a.m. Plenary Session: Soybeans, Honey Bees, and Pesticides: 
Understanding the Risks & Benefits*- Reed Johnson

Big Ten C

10:00 a.m. Break (Please visit vendors & grab a drink) Big Ten A

10:15 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 Say Bees! (Photographing your Bees)*- Jennifer Tsuruda
•	 Swarm Catching Tips - Barry Richards
•	 Using a Double-Screen Board for Splits - Leonard Davis
•	 Honey Bee Nutrition and Supplemental Feeding -  

John Benham

Big Ten C 
Big Ten B

Michigamme
Conf. 62
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Agenda
APIARY SESSIONS
•	 Beekeeping While Minimizing Disruption** -  

Judy Wu-Smart
•	 Colony Inspections, Queen Handling**- Ana Heck
•	 Swarm Deterrence and Splits***- Meghan Milbrath

Apiary 1

Apiary 2
Apiary Class

10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 
p.m.

LABORATORY WORKSHOPS
•	 Bacterial Disease Microscopy***- Peter Fowler

•	 Bee Dissection & Anatomy***- Zachary Huang

Vet. Med. 
G200

Natural 
Sciences Bldg

11:15 a.m. Break (Please visit vendors & grab a drink) Big Ten A

11:30 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 The Honey Bee’s Annual Cycle of Survival -  

John Benham
•	 New Invasive Threats*- Jennifer Tsuruda
•	 Managing Amitraz-Resistant Varroa Mites - Jeff Harris
•	 Trees for Bees - Mike Connor 

Big Ten C

Big Ten B
Michigamme

Conf. 62

APIARY SESSIONS
•	 Inspections and Swarm Management** -  

Judy Wu-Smart
•	 Colony Inspections, Queen Handling**- Ana Heck
•	 Making Late Seasion Nucs for Expansion*** -  

Meghan Milbrath

Apiary 1

Apiary 2
Apiary Class

12:30 p.m. Lunch Break (on your own - Brody Hall is open for lunch)

1:30 p.m. Plenary Session: Shake my Breath Away (Pros & Cons 
of Mite Monitoring Methods)*- Jennifer Tsuruda

Big Ten C

2:30 p.m. Break (Last chance to visit vendors & grab a drink) Big Ten A

2:45 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS
•	 Mitigating Viral Diseases in Honey Bee Colonies -  

Jeff Harris*
•	 Think Like a Bee - Larry Connor 
•	 Single Brood Box Management - Mike Sautter
•	 Trees for Bees - Mike Connor

Big Ten C

Big Ten B
Michigamme

Conf. 62

APIARY SESSIONS
•	 Efficient Inspections**- Robyn Underwood
•	 Colony Inspections**- Reed Johnson
•	 Varroa Management*** - Ana Heck & Meghan Milbrath

Apiary 1
Apiary 2

Apiary Class

3:55 p.m. Door Prizes and Conference Closing Big Ten C

4:10 p.m. Adjourn

*Presentation only offered once during the conference. 
**Space limited on a first come, first served basis. 
***Pre-registration required.
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Kellogg Center Floor Plan - Main Level

Kellogg Center Floor Plan - Lower Level

Bee Dissection  &  
Anatomy Lab

Bacterial Disease  
Lab

Use the camera on your moble device 
to scan the QR codes to the right. This 
will open interactive maps with GIS 
coordinates, providing turn-by-turn 
guidance to the lab workshops and apiary 
sessions. 

Hexagons on the 
maps indicate 
key locations. 
In the Kellogg 
Center maps, 
red hexagons 
mark session 
rooms and 
orange hexagons 
indicate 
elevators. On the 
campus map, the 
red hexagons 
highlight the 
apiary and lab 
sites.
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MSU Campus Map

Apiary Session Map

APIARY
 1

APIARY
 CLASS

APIARY
 2

Scan the QR code 
with your mobile 
device for an 
Interactive campus 
map

open apiary 1 open apiary 2apiary class



8

H E A R T L A N D  A P I C U L T U R A L  S O C I E T Y  C O N F E R E N C E

Session Descriptions
PLENARY SESSIONS
SHAKE MY BREATH 
AWAY 
Monitoring is a key 
step in Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) for 
varroa mites to help 
ensure management 
decisions are made in 
a timely manner that 
increases the likelihood of 
successful control and also 
decreases the likelihood 
of unnecessary pesticide 
use. Different methods 
for monitoring that each 
have pros and cons and 
recent research by Dr. 
Tsuruda, Dr. Underwood, 
and colleagues have 
tested assumptions about 
efficacy and survival of 
bees monitored via the 
powdered sugar shake and 
the alcohol wash.  

SOYBEANS, HONEY 
BEES, AND PESTICIDES 
Soybeans cover vast 
areas in the Heartland of 
the U.S., but what is the 
value of all those soybeans 
to honey bees?  There’s 
evidence that some 
beekeepers can make 
honey from soybeans, but 
why aren’t they reliable 
nectar producers?  And, if 
bees are visiting soybeans, 
what are the risks from 
pesticides?

SPOTTED LANTERNFLY 
HONEYDEW HONEY 
The spotted lanternfly was 
discovered in PA in 2014, 
having been accidentally 
transported to the US from 
Asia. In 2019, beekeepers 
began reporting that their 
hives were filling up with 
dark, thick, smokey honey 
in the late summer and 
early fall when bees usually 
experience a dearth. The 
honey, which we confirmed 
is made from the sugary 
excretions of lanternflies, is 

known as honeydew honey. 
We have been studying this 
honey and have discovered 
that it possesses robust 
biological activity and 
shows great promise as a 
U.S.-origin candidate for 
medical-grade honey.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD 
(OR BAD) QUEEN?
Producing reliably good-
quality queens requires 
special attention to all 
aspects of the queen’s 
life.  Errors in metamorphic 
development of queens, 
incomplete or poor matings 
of queens, and or poor 
selection of breeding stock 
will result in inferior or 
undesirable queens.  The 
presentation will highlight 
the basics in optimizing 
queen quality at all stages 
of queen production.  

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
ALL ABOUT DRONES  
Drones are often 
overlooked in beekeeping 
education. During this 
presentation, we focus on 
drone biology and behavior 
and how you can produce 
robust, healthy drones. 
We also discuss drone 
congregation areas and 
how to find them.

BEE DISEASES & 
VARROA
Learning how to identify 
and possibly treat our bee 
diseases can help you be 
a better beekeeper.  This 
talk will help you identify 
various bacterial and viral 
diseases.  You may never 
see some of these diseases 
but it will give a basic 
knowledge on what to look 
for in your hive.  We will 
also discuss varroa mites 
and the various treatments 
that are available. 

BUZZING ALONG WITH 
AMERICA 250
From the early English 
colonists to the present 
day, honey bees and their 
beekeepers have played 
a small, but vital role in the 
formation of the United 
States. This presentation 
will discuss how honey 
might have impacted the 
road to independence 
and growth of our nation, 
offering an overview of 
historical facts (and popular 
legends) that relate to our 
favorite insect’s role in our 
country’s growth.  

HONEY BEE HEALTH 
AND WHAT WE 
ARE DOING FOR 
BEEKEEPERS
A very basic talk on what 
Vita is doing for honey bee 
Health, Q and A.

HONEY BEE NUTRITION 
AND SUPPLEMENTAL 
FEEDING
A discussion of the 
honey bee’s diet and the 
complexity involved in 
relation to supplemental 
feeding timing and 
developing an effective 
approach.  

IMPROVING VARROA 
CONTROL
Managing varroa mites can 
be a real challenge as mites 
have developed resistance 
to many miticides.  
Researchers at Ohio State 
University and elsewhere 
are working on developing 
new controls and working 
with beekeepers to find 
better ways to control 
mites using the tools we’ve 
already got.  So far, we’ve 
been focused on improving 
the use of oxalic acid and 
finding new chemistries 
and biologicals that could 
be developed into the 
next generation of varroa 
controls. 
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MANAGING AMITRAZ-
RESISTANT VARROA 
MITES
Populations of varroa mites 
have become resistant to 
the amitraz, a popular and 
commonly used miticide in 
beehives. This presentation 
will discuss the importance 
of using organic acids 
and essential oils (e.g., 
thymol) as alternatives to 
Apivar and other amitraz-
based formulations. In 
particular, the use of oxalic 
acid sublimation during 
broodless periods in late 
autumn or winter is a critical 
tool for heading off high 
varroa mite populations in 
the subsequent spring. A 
possible treatment regime 
will be presented as a 
starting point for replacing 
amitraz miticides with more 
organic-based methods.

MITIGATING VIRAL 
DISEASE IN HONEY BEE 
COLONIES
An overview of viruses 
that affect honey bee 
health will be discussed.  
Because many viruses 
affecting honey bees are 
transmitted or exacerbated 
by varroa mites, effective 
mitigations will require 
dedicated management 
to keep mite populations 
below economic threshold 
levels.  Additionally, some 
viruses can be transmitted 
among bees without mites, 
and the question is what (if 
anything) a beekeeper can 
do to reduce the incidence 
of these viruses (e.g., 
chronic bee paralysis virus) 
in his or her apiaries.

MITES PAST, PRESENT, 
FUTURE: FORMIC 
ACID, VARROA, AND 
PREPARING FOR 
TROPILAELAPS
This talk examines 

the evolution of mite 
management from tracheal 
mites, varroa, and the 
potential introduction of 
Tropilaelaps. Focusing on 
biology, monitoring, and 
formic acid–based control, 
it highlights key lessons 
learned and practical steps 
for improving preparedness 
at both the beekeeper and 
industry levels.

NEW INVASIVE THREATS
Invasive pests, especially 
insects and other 
arthropods, can be a 
major challenge for the 
beekeeping community, 
as well as growers who 
need pollination services. 
Building upon the keynote 
on spotted lanternfly (now 
established in parts of 
the US), this talk will also 
cover the yellow-legged 
hornet (a relatively new 
invasive that is spreading 
in the southern region), 
and Tropilaelaps mite 
(has not been detected in 
the US). Beekeepers are 
key in the early detection 
and surveying for these 
invasives so please some to 
learn more and see actual 
(dead) specimens.

A NEW MODE OF 
ACTION FOR VARROA 
CONTROL: HOW 
NORROA™ PROTECTS 
COLONY HEALTH 
Varroa destructor remains 
the single greatest threat 
to managed honey bee 
colonies in North America. 
This session introduces 
Norroa™ (vadescana), 
GreenLight Biosciences’ 
first-of-its-kind dsRNA-
based varroa treatment 
— the first new mode of 
action introduced since 
2015. Attendees will learn 
how Norroa™ targets 
reproducing mites in the 
brood cells to break the 

mite reproductive cycle, 
providing up to 18 weeks 
of control with no negative 
impact on bees. Field trial 
data from across the U.S. 
will be shared, including 
dramatic improvements 
in overwintering survival. 
Beekeepers and industry 
professionals will leave 
with practical insights on 
integrating Norroa™ into a 
sustainable Integrated Pest 
Management program.

SAY BEES! 
(PHOTOGRAPHING 
YOUR BEES)
Taking high good photos 
of your bees/colonies 
does not require fancy 
equipment or expensive 
cameras (though, those can 
lead to GREAT photos!). 
Learn some tips from a 
non-photographer on how 
to use your smartphone to 
take better photos for your 
inspection recordkeeping, 
for diagnostics/
documentation, and for 
educational purposes and 
sharing!

SINGLE BROOD BOX 
MANAGEMENT 
We will explore a 
management technique 
of restricting the queen to 
one box, thus using less 
equipment, maximizing 
honey production, less 
treatments, easier colony 
movement, as well as a 
couple more advantages to 
keeping brood in one box. 
I will also cover winterizing 
bees in a single box which 
will include getting nucs 
thru winter as well !

SWARM CATCHING TIPS
Barry Richards will cover 
the basics of swarm 
behavior and talk about 
best practices for collecting 
swarms and adding them to 
your apiary.  

Session Descriptions
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SWARMS, SPLITS AND 
SUSTAINABILITY
Understand swarm 
management, splitting 
hives, and maintaining 
sustainability in beekeeping.

THE HONEY BEE’S 
ANNUAL CYCLE OF 
SURVIVAL
A program to help 
beekeepers understand 
how a hive of honey bees 
will respond as a “super 
organism” to nature’s 
annual phases of pollen 
and nectar production. This 
understanding will help to 
promote and develop an 
agenda of when it is most 
effective to feed, rear 
queens, make splits, etc. 
and reduce stress on the 
colony.  

THINK LIKE A BEE
This talk will look at the 
most common issues- from 
planting to pruning- that 
affect your success as a 
caretaker of trees. Proper 
tree care is not difficult, 
and minor efforts now will 
produce long-term rewards 
for trees, bees, and for you!

TREES FOR BEES
This talk will look at the 
most common issues- from 
planting to pruning- that 
affect your success as a 
caretaker of trees. Proper 
tree care is not difficult, 
and minor efforts now will 
produce long-term rewards 
for trees, bees, and for you!

USING A DOUBLE-
SCREEN BOARD FOR 
SPLITS
The double screen 
board is one of the 
most underutilized 
pieces of equipment at 
a beekeeper’s disposal.  
Using a double screen 
board to do a vertical split 
is one method of swarm 

control.  Used as a swarm 
control method, it can 
increase your honey crop 
yield.  It also can produce 
a new mated queen.  
Later in the beekeeping 
season, it can be utilized to 
overwinter a mated queen.

LAB WORKSHOPS
BEE DISSECTION AND 
ANATOMY
Led by Dr. Zachary 
Huang, this hands-on 
workshop explores honey 
bee anatomy through a 
guided presentations, live 
dissection demonstration, 
and the opportunity to 
dissect your own specimen 
using a microscope. 
Participants will receive 
individual coaching, with 
time for questions. (Offered 
twice; adult supervision 
required for minors.)  
***Pre-registration required. 

BACTERIAL DISEASE 
MICROSCOPY
Dr. Peter Fowler leads this 
diagnostic lab focused 
on identifying honey 
bee bacterial diseases. 
Participants will examine 
pathogens responsible for 
American and European 
foulbrood and practice the 
Hanging Drop microscopy 
technique.
***Pre-registration required. 

APIARY SESSIONS
OPEN APIARIES
**Space limited on a first 
come, first served basis

BEEKEEPING 
WHILE MINIMIZING 
DISRUPTION**

COLONY INSPECTIONS** 

COLONY  INSPECTIONS 
AND QUEEN 
HANDLING**

EFFICIENT 
INSPECTIONS**

INSPECTIONS AND 
SWARM MANAGEMENT**

VARROA MONITORING**

APIARY CLASSES
*** Pre-registration 
required. 

MAKING LATE 
SEASON NUCS FOR 
EXPANSION***

SWARM DETERRENCE 
AND SPLITS***

VARROA 
MANAGEMENT***

Session Descriptions
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•	 Apimon
•	 Apis Tactical
•	 BL Plastic Containers
•	 Dadant and Sons, inc
•	 Harmony Hive
•	 Heffernan’s Honey
•	 HiveAlive
•	 Mann Lake
•	 Michigan Beekeepers 

Association
•	 Michigan State University 

(MSU) Extension Pollinator 
Resources

•	 NOD Apiary Products, Ltd.
•	 Peace Corps
•	 Reid’s Apiary &  

‘Bee-tique’
•	 The Hive Butler
•	 Ukrainian Homemade Food 

(UHF LLC)
•	 VFW Department of Michigan
•	 Vita Bee Health
•	 Wicwas Press

Vendors

IOS / APPLE 
DEVICES

ANDROID 
DEVICES

Vendors will be located in the Big Ten A. 

Vendors will be open on Saturday, May 30 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on 
Sunday, May 31 from 8 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.   




