15th Annual Conference
Heartland Apicultural Society
Western Kentucky University

THOSE WHO USE
SUPERDFM-HONEYBEE HAVE 20%
HIVE MORTALITY OR BETTER.

ES
BE

A

R

HY BEE
T
L

S

HEA

Ask your local bee keeping supplier
for SuperDFM-HoneyBee.

EH
APPY

This safe and natural probiotic supplement for
honey bees will help your bees stay healthy and
overwinter with minimal losses.
It is safe to use SuperDFM-HoneyBee at any time
of the year, even during honey ﬂow.

strongmicrobials.com

DIRECTORY
President’s Message

4

Ice-Cream Social

5

1st Floor Map

5

Presentations

6/8

BBQ Dinner

9

3st Floor Map

9

WKU History

10

Campus Map

11

Presenters

12/17

2nd Floor Map
15th Annual Heartland Apicultural Society

3

18

Bowling Green, Kentucky - July 14–16, 2016

Karl von Frisch, the Austrian zoologist who interpreted the honey bee’s waggle dance, was
always impressed by rich biology of his favorite creature. The honey bee, he said, is like a
“golden well that never runs dry”. No matter how thoroughly we study bees, what remains for
us to learn is unlimited.
With this in mind, we have included some new topics for this year’s conference. They pertain
to breeding bees, examinations by microscope, honey bee behavior, strategies for sustainability,
and new techniques. This is our 15th convention of the Heartland Apicultural Society. Our
success is due mainly to the many people who volunteer to organize the event and present their
knowledge. This is not simple, but about 80 dedicated beekeepers rise to the task every year.
We are maturing as an organization, so I think it is time for us to take further advantage of our
collective knowledge and energy. A Heartland Honey Bee Breeders cooperative initiated
several years ago by Greg Hunt, Krispn Given and others has had highly successful meetings at
Purdue University. At this meeting we are planning new groups focused on other beekeepingrelated issues. A “Teaching the teachers” focus group is meeting on Thursday and Friday
afternoons. It is exploring ways in which honey bees can be used in biology and agriculture
classrooms. A “Sustainable beekeeping” focus group will convene on Thursday at 3:15pm.
Other focus groups are currently under consideration. I encourage people to join groups for
which they have a particular interest.
We plan our next HAS event, number 16, at Evansville, Indiana during July 13-15, 2017. Mark
your calendars! This week at Bowling Green we will continue to draw from the Golden Well.
Tom Webster,
Kentucky State University
July 2016
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Thursday night at 7:00 pm in the Nite Class located on the first floor. (see map below) We’ll
also be celebrating the 15th Anniversary of Heartland Apicultural Society with a wonderful
cake. As part of the fun, we’ll bee buzzing in the “Are You Learning From Your Bees?”
game. There will be a team of four from each state to answer questions about honey bees, our
industry and maybe some questions about H.A.S.
The cost is free, so if you’d like to join us but didn’t sign up or would like to be part of a team,
just see someone at the registration tables before noon on Thursday.

Ice-cream Social
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Please note that some presentations are offered more than once, to make it easier for people to
attend what is most interesting. Note also that those who visit the apiary must wear a bee veil, at
least, for protection.
Our Beginner Track includes indoor presentations each day on How to get your bees and chose
a location (Jake Osborne, 10:00-10:45 each day), Seasonal management and finding a mentor
(Debbie Seib, 11:15-12:00 each day), Basic equipment and expenses (Jake Osborne, 1:00-1:45
each day), Honey production, harvest and bottling (Joe Taylor, in Special topics lab, 2:00-2:45
each day), and Pests and diseases (Mike Studer, 3:15-4:00 each day). Beginners should also head
to the apiary nearby to learn How to open and examine a hive, presented by both Larry Stone and
Laura Rogers (10:00-10:45 in the apiary each day). This is followed by Queens and queen
problems (Stu Jacobson, 11:15–12:00 in the apiary, Thursday and Saturday). A bee veil is
required for all people who enter the apiary!
The queen bee is the heart and soul of each colony. An understanding of the Biology of and
problems with queens (Clarence Collison, 1:00-1:45, Thursday and Friday) is essential to good
beekeeping. Similarly, we must consider the chemical signals among the bees, Pheromones
(Clarence Collison, 10:00-10:45, Thursday and Friday). Many beekeeping techniques are
influenced by the pheromones produced by queen bees, worker bees and larvae. Queen rearing
methods (Greg Hunt, Krispn Given and crew, 10:00-10:45 Thursday) allow the first step toward
breeding queens and perhaps supplying queens to other beekeepers. This includes Genetics and
selection methods (11:15-12:00 Thursday). Grafting practice, for the transfer of young larvae
into queen cups, conducted (Dwight Wells and Michael Wilson, 10:00-12:00 Friday). Beekeepers
will be able to observe the success of their grafting technique the following day, by Checking
queen cells (Greg Hunt, in the apiary, 10:00-10:45, Saturday). Those who take the next step,
Instrumental Insemination of queens (Krispn Given, 1:00-1:45, Thursday and Friday), will have
control over drone source. This technique ensures a more effective breeding program. Breeding
bees for mite resistance (Jennifer Tsuruda, 8:45-9:45 Saturday) has shown promise and continues
to progress. Similarly, we must be concerned with bee temperament as described in Genetics of
aggressive behavior (Hongmei Li-Byarlay, 10:00-10:45 Thursday and Saturday). Beekeepers
should consider also Queen cell production and introduction (Gabe Blatt, 11:15-12:00 Thursday
and Friday). The production and sale of queen cells is much faster and easier than the production
of the same number of mature, mated queens.
Honey bee health is an ongoing concern for all of us. Our keynote speaker Clare Rittschof (8:459:45, Thursday) will explain some of her latest discoveries in Honey bee aggression: what can
behavior tell us about health? Our Varroa mite update is biology and methods for the
diagnosis and control of varroa (Phil Craft, 11:15-12:00 Thursday, Friday and Saturday). Control
of our most serious beekeeping pest will lead us to more successful beekeeping. An Oxalic acid
demonstration (Tammy Horn Potter and Doug Potter, 3:15-4:00 Thursday at the apiary) will
show the procedure for this newly approved treatment. An examination of the hive the following
day, Oxalic acid follow up, (3:15-4:00 Friday) will show the effects of the treatment. The
Dissection lab (Marty Matisoff and Mike Goblirsch, 10:00-12:00 Thursday and Friday) will
demonstrate the methods for detecting nosema disease and tracheal mites.
(cont’d on page 7)
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(cont’d from page 6)

Those who bring their own bee samples will be able to check them at this lab. We must also be
able to recognize Brood diseases (Phil Craft, 1:00-1:15 Thursday and Friday), especially
American foulbrood, European foulbrood and chalkbrood. The symptoms and control
procedures for these maladies will be explained.
Small hive beetles and wax moths (Kent Williams, 1:00-1:45 Thursday and 11:15-12:00
Saturday) continue to plaque us. The most effect methods for control in our region will save
time, money and equipment.
Pesticides (Ric Bessin, 1:00-1:45 Saturday) are difficult to avoid without cooperation of others
who grow crops near our hives. The types and effects of the most commonly used pesticides are
especially important for those of us who keep our bees near agricultural crops. This is one of the
key aspects of Kentucky’s Pollinator Protection Plan (Tammy Horn Potter, Friday 8:45-9:45).
Pesticides wintering in hives (Michelle Colopy, 10:00-10:45 Friday) can have greater impacts
than many beekeepers realize). Field Watch (Bob Walters, 10:00-10:45 Thursday) will be
presented as an approach for understanding and mitigating pesticide poisoning events.
Preparation for winter is essential in southern states (Mike Studer, 2:00-2:45 Thursday) and
the North (Larry Connor, 10:00-10:45 Thursday and Saturday). Colony loss in winter is very
expensive. After a loss, we need to buy replacement bees and the potential for honey production
is greatly reduced.
Other aspects of hive management are also part of successful beekeeping. Sideliner strategies
(Larry Connor, 1:00-1:45 Thursday and Saturday) are suggestions for the beekeepers who wish
to expand their operations. Those who have read Larry’s excellent “Increase Essentials” are
familiar with his approach. We must pay attention to managing Swarms and splits (Jennifer
Tsuruda, in the apiary 1:00-1:45 Saturday) and What we learn from a dead hive (Dan OHanlon, 2:00-2:45 Friday). The double screen system (Rick Sutton, in the apiary 11:15-12:00
Thursday and 1:00-1:45 Friday) is an effective method for commercial beekeeping. Beekeepers
who know about Removing bees from buildings (Shawn Williams 2:00-2:45 Thursday, Friday
and Saturday) can earn money, collect some bees and perform a valuable service. Bees living
between the walls of houses and other structures are a common problem, and an opportunity for
the right beekeepers. Top bar hives (Gregg Roudebush, 10:00-10:45 Thursday, 3:15-4:00
Friday, 10:00-10:45 Saturday) are based on an intriguing, alternative design. Come to compare
this design to the standard hive.
Ask Phil and Jerry (Phil Craft and Jerry Hayes, 1:00-1:45 Saturday) if you have a tough
question on beekeeping. They have been answering questions in American Bee Journal and Bee
Culture for years.
Sustainable beekeeping (Stu Jacobson, 3:15-4:00 Thursday) requires a thoughtful integration of
these issues in queen biology, pest and disease control, avoiding pesticides, and management
techniques. This meeting will initiate a HAS working group in sustainability. The Bee
Informed Partnership (Michael Wilson, 2:00-2:45 Friday) is a part of the national
sustainability effort.
(cont’d on page 8)
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(cont’d from page 7)

Pollination of crops (John Skinner, 10:00-10:45 Friday) with honey bees can be a complicated
topic. The pollinating behavior of honey bees and other bees varies according to the flower and
the planting scheme. The Moving hives for migratory beekeeping (Rick Sutton, in the apiary
10:00-10:45 Thursday and 11:15-12:00 Friday) requires a great deal of preparation.
Stress on bees caused by migratory beekeeping (Hongmei Li-Byarlay, 10:00-10:45 Friday) is
a significant issue that we are beginning to evaluate more closely.
Teaching biology and agriculture is basic to the curricula of our schools. Honey bee biology
can be incorporated in very effective ways, as described in Teaching the teachers (Susan and
Steve Kivikko, and Katherine White, 1:00-4:00, Thursday and Friday). These presentations will
initiate an HAS working group dedicated to teaching the teachers, through the use of honey bee
biology. Observation hives (Tom Webster, at Van Meter 10:00-12:00 each day) can play a
valuable role in the classroom, public locations, and at home. The dissection lab (Marty
Matisoff and Mike Goblirsch, 10:00-12:00, Thursday and Friday) also present valuable ideas for
teachers who wish to discuss parasites and pathogens. Photography (Jennifer Tsuruda 11:1512:00 Friday) can help the teacher illustrate aspects of biology that would be difficult to observe
otherwise.
Bee plants are part of beekeeping beyond the hive. We search for and evaluate apiary sites
partly by the flora within foraging range. Plants for honey bees (Shannon Trimboli, Friday
1:00-1:45) are presented so that we can identify them for our beekeeping. Similarly, Native
pollinators (John Skinner 11:15-12:00 Friday) are essential to the pollination of many plants. In
certain ways, native bees and other pollinators are more adept at pollination than are honey bees.
A Seedling swap (Shannon Trimboli 3:15-4:00 Friday) will be an opportunity for plant lovers to
share their favorite nectar and pollen producers. Those who bring seedlings will swap with
others and go home with some new plants. The value of bee plants to bees is of course in
Feeding and nutrition (Jerry Hayes 11:15-12:00 Thursday and Saturday). Without adequate
flora, beekeepers must intervene with supplemental feeding. What is the best way to feed bees?
Hive products keep us going. For a good honey crop we must understand what can go right
and what can go wrong. Special issues with honey (Joe Taylor) and Preparing honey for show
(Tana Peers) will be a joint presentation (meeting together Saturday, 10:00-10:45). Bring a jar of
your own honey, and put your name on the bottom. Your jar and others will be evaluated by
Tana, a certified Welsh Honey Judge. Beeswax production and rendering (Susan and Donnie
Welchance, 11:15-12:00 Saturday) is an opportunity to take an advantage of this product. The
wax can then be used for Beeswax crafts, candles and lotions (Susan and Donnie Welchance,
1:00-1:45, Saturday). Pollen trapping and biology (Harris Overholt, 11:15-12:00 Thursday and
Saturday) is for those who wish to explore the production of this product. The trap design will
be discussed, and also the methods of harvesting and cleaning pollen.
A Business plan (Stu Jacobson Thursday 2:00-2:45) is also a part of successful beekeeping. Our
expenses and income must be calculated carefully. This depends also on Marketing of honey
(Barry Richards, 1:00-1:45 Friday). Legal protection is closely related. The Beekeeper
Immunity Law (Dan O’Hanlon, 3:15-4:00 Friday) was established in West Virginia to protect
beekeepers. What are the advantages of this law? Can a similar law be enacted in other states?
15th Annual Heartland Apicultural Society
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Friday night at 6:30 pm in rooms 3023, 3024 and 3025 located on the third floor. (see map
below) The menu includes both baked chicken and pulled pork, so there’s something for
everyone. We also have a great local band that will be playing.
The cost is $15, so if you’d like to join us but didn’t sign up, just see someone at the
registration tables before noon on Thursday.
About the Band –
All Most Bluegrass band has been playing together since 2007. They play traditional and
progressive bluegrass along with some country and gospel music, hence the name "All Most
Bluegrass." Their goal is to make sure that the audience enjoys the music they play as much
as they enjoy performing.

BBQ and Band
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WKU began classes in 1907 as what was known as a “normal school”. It was a state-supported
training institution for teachers. The curriculum stayed focused on teacher training and certification
until 1922 when they were given the authority to grant four year degrees. The first president was
Henry Hardin Cherry. Under President Cherry the school went through many name changes and was
moved to “the Hill”, where it still stands today. President Cherry died in 1937 but he was succeeded
by many great men who saw other major changes to
the school.
The school went through mergers, expansion and
finally in June of 1966, Western Kentucky State
College became Western Kentucky University.
The one thing that has remained constant throughout
the years is the dedication of its leaders and their willingness to serve. Gary A. Ransdell was
appointed president in September of 1997 and still serves in that capacity today as the ninth president
of WKU.
The University of Kentucky has demonstrated over a hundred years of innovative growth and
changes. It is constantly expanding its degree offerings to meet the demands of the students. They
offer a wide variety of programs and encourage their students to become involved in their
communities. There are over 17,000 enrolled undergraduate students, almost 800 full time faculty
and a retention rate of 73%.
Located in the center of WKU, the Downing Student Union is truly the crossroads of WKU activities.
Constructed in 1970, the building was named after former Western Kentucky University president,
Dr. Dero Downing. It received a facelift and reopened in August 2014.
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Greg Hunt is a professor in the Entomology Department at Purdue University.
He began keeping bee in 1987 as a hobby, while working in Madison, WI, the
first year that varroa mites were discovered in the US (in Wisconsin). He
published the first genetic map for the honey bee genome and his lab studies
show how genetics influence bee behavior. He has worked with beekeepers
doing research and extension and was a founder of HAS. He and Krispn Given
have selected for “mite-biter” bees and they are promoting the use of northernbred bees.
KRISPN GIVEN is an Apiculture Specialist in the Department of Entomology
at Purdue University, Krispn has been working with Dr. Greg Hunt at Purdue
University for the past 12 years. His responsibilities include, maintaining the
110 research colonies, running the honey bee breeding program, teaching an
annual queen rearing short course, managing the honey bee laboratory and
extension activities. Krispn also teaches an annual instrumental insemination
class each year at the university. His breeding focus has been on selecting bees
that chew mites and grooming behaviors. Krispn is also instrumental in developing the Mite-Biter
bee strain that is gaining popularity throughout the country.
JOE KOVALESKI has been keeping bees for 23 years. Joe is an EAS
Master Beekeeper, West Virginia Master Beekeeper, Ohio Master
Beekeeper, and Ohio State 2008 Beekeeper of the Year. Joe, along with
his wife Suzan, produce beeswax candles and honey for sale at many fairs
and festivals, and have won many best of show and blue ribbons in honey
and molded wax contests, to recently include the 2012 EAS Bee Culture
Magazine Award for Beeswax, and the 2014 West Virginia State
Beekeepers Association Best of Show Award for Beeswax. Joe is
currently the Crossroads Region director for the Ohio State Beekeepers
Assoc. Joe is President of the Buckeye Queen Producers group in Ohio, and also a member of the
West Virginia Queen Producers Assoc., raising queens in Ohio and the WV northern panhandle. Joe
is also Secretary / Treasurer of the Heartland Honey Bee Breeders Cooperative and the Ohio director
for the Heartland Apicultural Society.
DWIGHT WELLS started keeping bees in 1954 at the age of 14.
The honey bees were a Penn State 4H Project. He lived on a small
dairy farm in Western Pennsylvania. He has been in and out of
beekeeping twice over the years with a total of 40 plus years
beekeeping experience. Wells is the current president of West
Central Ohio Beekeepers Association (WCOBA), a life member and
a Board Director of Ohio State Beekeeping Association (OSBA), a
member of The Beekeepers of Indiana and The Pennsylvania Beekeepers Association. Dwight is a
founding member of the Heartland Honey Bee Breeders Cooperative (HHBBC) and he is the VicePresident of the Buckeye Queen Producers. His passion is promoting sustainable beekeeping, along
with mentoring and educating beekeepers. Dwight is presently working on several projects
evaluating Purdue honey bee stock and introducing locally adapted stock within the Midwest.
15th Annual Heartland Apicultural Society
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CLARE RITTSCHOF’S research is broadly focused on understanding how
the social environment influences an individual’s brain function and
behavior. She began studying honey bee behavior with Tom Seeley at Cornell
University where she graduated in 2006 with a BA in Biology. She
completed her PhD in Zoology at the University of Florida in 2011, studying
social behaviors in a web-building spider. From 2011 through 2015, she
continued her work on honey bees as a post-doctoral research associate with
Gene Robinson (University of Illinois) and Christina Grozinger (Penn State
University), focused on understanding how aggressive social interactions
influence the brain, behavior, and health. In January 2016 she started a
position as an Assistant Professor of entomology at the University of
Kentucky in Lexington.
Since 2014, when DR. TAMMY HORN POTTER became the KY State
Apiarist, her primary goals as apiarist have been to document hive health,
promote economic development, and provide education and outreach. To
date, she has partnered on a USDA grant to promote pollinator and
cerulean habitat in Eastern KY, a USDA-APHIS Honey Bee Health
Survey grant, and implemented a Hive Count/Honey Report system for the
state. Tammy has served as president for KY State Beekeepers
Association, president of Eastern Apiculture Society, a trustee on
Foundation for the Preservation of Honey Bees, and been awarded the
2010 North American Pollinator Protection Advocate Award as well as
the Kentucky State Beekeeping Association Lifetime Achievement Award and KSBA Beekeeper of
the Year. She is currently working with Dr. Tom Webster (KSU), Dr. Ric Bessin (UK), John
Pitcock, and other Commonwealth stakeholders such as David Cornett and Mike Smith to draft the
KY Pollinator Protection Plan, which mitigates the risks of chemicals to honey bees while also
protecting crop production.
DR. JENNIFER TSURUDA originally from CA, Jennifer has been
studying honey bees for over 15 years in the areas of foraging, reproductive
physiology, and behavioral genetics. Jennifer is past President of the
American Association of Professional Apiculturists, Vice-Chair of the
Heartland Apicultural Society, and past Chair of the Entomological Society
of America’s Student Transition and Early Professionals Committee. Since
joining Clemson University as SC’s Apiculture Specialist in 2014, she has
been organizing and speaking at agricultural and beekeeping meetings,
guest lecturing, participating in field days, and holding training programs
and outreach events. She has been working on pollinator protection projects
with Clemson’s Regulatory Services and has a research project on the effects of systemic insecticides
on honey bees in ornamental plant landscapes.
15th Annual Heartland Apicultural Society
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(cont’d from page 13)

CLARENCE H. COLLISON is an Emeritus Professor of Entomology and Emeritus Head of the
Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology at Mississippi State University. Throughout his
career he has taught beekeeping, trained graduate students, written numerous beekeeping
publications and participated in many educational programs for the beekeeping community. He
writes the monthly column “A Closer Look” and prior to that "Do You Know?" for Bee Culture.
MICHELE COLOPY, Program Director, has nearly twenty years of experience in nonprofit
organizations, and holds a Master’s degree in Nonprofit Management/Arts Administration from The
University of Akron. Her nonprofit experience includes work in the performing arts, housing and
homelessness, foreclosure prevention, community development, and health and wellness.
The Program Director also holds a B.S. in Recreation from Kent State University, and a Master’s
degree in Higher Education Administration from The University of Akron.
Ms. Colopy has worked with the Pollinator Stewardship Council since March 2013. Her father was
a beekeeper in Ohio. She keeps honey bees in the city, and has replaced her crabgrass front yard
with pesticide-free pollinator flowers for her honey bees and native pollinators.
LAWRENCE CONNOR was born in Kalamazoo Michigan and earned his doctorate in honey-bee
pollination of crops at Michigan State University. He has worked as Extension Bee Specialist at The
Ohio State University, President of Genetic Systems, Inc. (which produced tens of thousands of
instrumentally inseminated queens honey bees as well as the Starline and Midnite breeding stock),
and now owns and operates Wicwas Press, specializing in publication of quality bee books. He
relocated (from Connecticut) back to Michigan in April 2007 to continue growth of his publishing
and writing activities. He has edited and published over two dozen books and recently
written: Increase Essentials(2006), Bee Sex Essentials (2008), Queen Rearing Essentials, Beesentials: A Field Guide, Swarm Essentials (with Steve Repasky), Honey Bee Biology and
Beekeeping (with Dewey Caron), Increase Essentials Second Edition and Mating Biology of
honey bees (with G. and N. Koeniger and J. Ellis).
Connor is a monthly contributor to The American Bee Journal and to Bee Culture Magazine. He
travels extensively and lectures on a wide range of subjects concerning honey bees, bee breeding,
pollination and colony management.
PHIL CRAFT served as the Kentucky State Apiarist from 1999 through 2011. He is a graduate of
Oberlin College in Ohio (BA in biology), and of the University of Kentucky. Phil continues to
communicate with beekeepers through his “Ask Phil” question/answer column which appears
monthly in Bee Culture magazine, and through his webpage. He is also the U.S. technical adviser for
Veto-pharma, the maker of Apivar. A native of the mountains of Eastern Kentucky, he now lives
out in the sticks in the Bluegrass Region of Kentucky near Lexington with his family, a very old
dog, and some bee hives.

(cont’d on page 15)
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(cont’d from page 14)

MIKE GOBLIRSCH earned his Ph.D. from the Department of Entomology at the University of Minnesota.
The focus of his dissertation was to understand the role of the fungal pathogen, Nosema ceranae, in honey
bee health. As a counterpart to his research with Nosema ceranae, he developed a cell line from honey bee
embryonic tissues that will serve as a tool to further understanding of intracellular microbes that have a
negative impact on honey bee health, including the many bee viruses. Mike is a hobby beekeeper and enjoys
working with and especially learning from other beekeepers. He is currently a postdoctoral research associate
in the laboratory of Marla Spivak.

JERRY HAYES is the Honey Bee Commercial lead for Monsanto's newly formed BioDirect
business unit. Before joining Monsanto he was the Chief of the Apiary Section for the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. In the role he was responsible for the regulatory
health of the 350,000 colonies in the State of Florida, a State highly dependent on Honey Bee
pollination for agricultural success. For the past 30 years Jerry has written a monthly column in the
American Bee Journal called The Classroom and a book by the same name. Jerry is a founding
member of the Colony Collapse Working Group, a science advisory board member for Project Apis
mellifera (PAm) and the Bee Informed Partnership. He has been author and co-author on multiple
research papers that delve into how to understand and preserve honey bee health.
In Jerry's 35 plus years in the Apiculture Industry his overarching desire has been to create
sustainable honey bee management practices while partnering with other segments of agriculture.
The cornerstone of his career has been to educate others that honey bees are the key pollinators and
the critical role they play in agriculture; while in parallel encouraging the development of multidimensional landscapes for the benefit of honey bees and all pollinators.
DR. STU JACOBSON - Stu lives in central Illinois where he produces northern adapted, varroa
survivor queens and bees for sale. He has been beekeeping since the 1970ies, worked with
Africanized bees for a year in Venezuela, and helped found and served as the first president the
Illinois Queen Initiative (IQI), for which he obtained three USDA SARE grants. He teaches classes
on queen rearing and related topics and is retired from the University of Illinois-Springfield, where
he taught biology and developed community education programs, including one for university
Extension staff and volunteers on beekeeping and pollination.
STEVE AND SUSAN KIVIKKO hail from Northern Illinois, are business owners and
philanthropists. Susan has over 30 years experience teaching in the corporate world and has
designed/re-designed teaching and training material on all levels. Together they joined a team of
educators to develop a useful curriculum on Honey Bee Ecology for Illinois High School
Agriculture classrooms.
HONGMEI LI-BYARLAY is a bee biologist at North Carolina State University. She received her
doctoral degree in Entomology from Purdue University, started her bee research at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and beekeeping as a hobby since 2010. Hongmei’s research interests
focus on the stress, behavior, and genetics of honey bees (Apis mellifera). Specifically, most of her
work involved in the mechanisms of pathogenic and environmental stressors in honey bee behavior
and health. Her current bee research experience includes: 1) genetic basis of viral infection and
development of new viral control method, and 2) the metabolism and oxidative stress in honey bees.
She has published 23+ peer-reviewed publications and one book chapter. Recently, she was awarded
a MiniSeq sequencer for genomic studies of bees.
(cont’d on page 16)
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(cont’d from page 15)

JUDGE DAN O'HANLON has been keeping bees for almost 40 years and raising queens for
almost 25 years. He was chosen as West Virginia Beekeeper of the Year in 2011. He is the Founding
President of the West Virginia Queen Producers and the Founding President of the Heartland Honey
Bee Breeders Cooperative. He has spoken many times at HAS, EAS and to many state bee
associations.
DOUG POTTER has been actively volunteering and serving in the bee world since 2014 when
EAS came to KY. He worked with Coal Country Beeworks to teach native bees in Eastern KY, and
now works with Dr. Tom Webster at KY State University with nosema identification.
GREGG ROUDEBUSH, of Worthington, IN is the owner of Superior Bee Supply LLC. He is a
Life Member of The Beekeepers of Indiana and is a member Greene County Beekeepers. Gregg is
the Facilitator of the Top Bar Beehive class at the Indiana Bee School. Having first kept honeybees
in the early 1980’s, he then returned to beekeeping a few years ago and has become a passionate top
bar beekeeper. Gregg is a Councilman on the Greene County Council and is currently running for reelection. He is employed at Greene County Community Corrections and along with his wife, Susan
are the owner/operators of an 84 unit self-storage business.
DEBBIE SEIB is the co-owner of Seib’s Hoosier Honey in Mooresville, IN. She has been a
beekeeper for over 30 years and is currently the Treasurer of The Beekeepers of Indiana. She also
serves as the webmaster and the newsletter editor. Debbie is the current Heartland Apicultural
Society Treasurer and the Indiana delegate for the Eastern Apicultural Society. Beginning in 2016,
Ms. Seib began serving as the State Delegate director on the board of the American Beekeepers
Federation. She is a huge fan of the Indianapolis Colts and along with her husband, Mike, they
volunteer for the Red Cross.
DR. JOHN SKINNER is a Professor and Extension Apiculture Specialist at the University of
Tennessee where he has worked on research, teaching and extension for 26 years. Research included
mite pest management, pesticides movement in soil and from seed treatments, pollination ecology of
native and crop species, plantings for pollinators, and developing web based information about bees
and beekeeping. He trains extension agents to work with local bee associations throughout
Tennessee. He coordinates a Master Beekeeper Program, leads the Bee Health extension site and is
part of the BIP and NAPPC to reduce colony losses. He enjoys reading, hiking, fly fishing and tying,
singing and foraging.
MICHAEL STUDER has been keeping bees since 1972. Worked for The University of Tennessee
Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology Honey Bee Lab for 1996 to 2007. I have been the
Tennessee State Apiarist since 2007.
(cont;d on page 17)
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JOE TAYLOR is a retired Industrial Arts/ Technology Education teacher from Grayson County
High School, Leitchfield KY. He was elected 2010 President, Kentucky State Beekeeping
Association and 2011 KSBA Beekeeper of the Year. Joe is also Grayson County Beepers
Association, Inc. President with 31 years of beekeeping experience.
TOM WEBSTER is an Associate Professor at Kentucky State University. He grew up in Illinios
and received his undergraduate degree in Biology at Oberlin College. After completing graduate
work in entomology at the University of California at Davis he did postdoctoral research on
pesticide poisoning of bees pollinating alfalfa in the an Joaquin valley. His research is primarily
devoted to nosema disease in honey bees. Recently he began to study wintering problems, because
winter losses are the most expensive problem for Kentucky beekeepers. Since 2013 he has been
teaching Apiculture and Pollination Biology
KATHERINE WHITE has been beekeeping for ten years, the last eight years in Warré (vertical
top bar) hives. She holds a master’s degree in Medical Illustration, including training in instructional
design. She has been involved in education since graduate school and loves being both a learner and
a teacher. She and her husband, Barry, have five children and have homeschooled for twenty years.
She is also the president of the Lincoln County Beekeepers, Lincoln County, KY.
KENT WILLIAMS: produce queens, nucs, honey, and assist local beekeepers in procuring
contracts and placing bees in pumpkins and watermelons each year for pollination.
Former president of KSBA, EAS, and EAS certified Master Beekeeper.
SHAWN WILLIAMS, 45, is originally from the Yosemite area of California. He has been in Ohio
since 1999 and now resides in Moraine, Ohio which is just south of Dayton. He is a building
contractor by trade, has been into beekeeping for about ten years and started removing bees from
structures professionally about seven years ago. Shawn is currently working on a project to replenish
the feral bee population here in southwest Ohio
MICHAEL E. WILSON is a part-time beekeeper in East Tennessee and works at the University of
Tennessee for the Bee Informed Partnership. Michael has kept bees since 1999 and has raised
queens since 2006 at Rosecomb Apiaries. Managing over 100 colonies primarily for honey
production, developing locally adapted stock has been an important part of his beekeeping. Through
work with the Bee Informed Partnership, Michael helps collect, organize, and analyze data from
thousands of beekeepers to inform management decisions. Working with data from the largest
commercial beekeepers, to backyard beekeepers with a few colonies, Michael works to convey
insight into our beekeeping practices and the harsh biological and environmental variables our bees
exist in.
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Betterbee

®

WWW.BETTERBEE.COM ∙ 1-800-632-3379 ∙ 8 MEADER ROAD ∙ GREENWICH, NY 12834

Honey Processing Equipment

Lyson 4 Frame Tangential Extractor
Holds 4 medium or two deep frames.
Adjustable legs with a steel gear crank. The
perfect entry level model at a great price.
Model: LYSON2019N
$279

Lyson Radial 12 Frame Extractor
500mm diameter drum fits 12 medium or
shallow frames. Includes two deep frame
tangential adapters.
Free LTL shipping in the lower 48.
Manual Hand Crank Model: $695
Electric Motor Model: $895
Electric Motor Upgrade Kit: $275

Lyson 20 Frame Premium
Radial Extractor
Holds 20 medium or 8 deep frames.
Easy to use digital controller for
the 350 watt (~1/2 HP) DC motor.
Made for a lifetime of extracting and
includes a five year warranty.
Model: LYSON W230P
$1499

Lyson Honey Bottler
Actuated by foot pedal and pumps
from a tank through an intake hose
into containers. Fill about 350 one
pound jars per hour.
Model: LYSON204001 BOTTLER
$2025

Lyson Heated Bottling Tank
Features digitally controlled heating elements in
the walls and floor, preventing the need for a messy
water jacket that needs to be constantly monitored.
Free Bottling Valve included.
50L Model: $850
70L Model: $950

Notes
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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No Matter What You Need...
Ultra Bee

WE’VE GOT YOU
COVERED!

800-880-7694

www.mannlakeltd.com
Free shipping applies to most orders over $100 shipped standard ground delivery within the lower 48 states.

Dan

Bob

A Case For

Honey

Joann

Oct. 21-23

Steve

Conference

Presented by: Bee Culture Magazine

US Producers, Packers, Producer/Packers, Insurance and Risk Brokers, Marketing, and all
the new Food Safety rules and regulations from both Federal and State level perspectives.
Speakers committed so far include Dan Conlon, Warm Colors Apiaries, Massachusetts; Bob
Binnie, Blue Ridge Honey Company, Georgia; Dave Shenefield, Clover Blossom Honey, Indiana; Collin Stone, International Honey Producer, Ltd, Canada; Steve Conlon, ThistleDew Honey, West Virginia; Gene McCune, Serious Sideliner, McCune Family Apiaries, Ohio; Joann Dunlevey RS, Food Safety Specialist, Ohio Dept. of Ag. Other speakers are firming up travel plans
and will be announced as they become known.

New! Friday from 5pm to 7pm a low-key, meet and greet with the speakers and attend-

ees, where you can pick up your folders with speaker profiles, conference agenda, and lots of
information on Medina’s dining and shopping opportunities. Dinner afterwards is on your own
but you’ll have plenty of places to choose from, and lots of people to join with. Then enjoy the
two day Conference on Saturday and Sunday.

Online Registration open now! www.BeeCulture.com/Events
$150

October 21, 22 and 23, 2016
Per Person*
Sign up by October 12 to be
*Includes Friday night social, classes, Bee Culture’s Conference Center sure you get lunch!
and an exceptional lunch Saturday
640 West Liberty Street
No Refunds After September 1
and Sunday.
Medina, Ohio 44256
Hotels In The Area –
Holiday Inn – Akron West
4073 Medina Road, Akron, OH
330.666.4131

Hampton Inn
3073 Eastpointe Dr. Medina
330.721.8955

Super 8 Motel
5161 Montville Dr., Medina
330.723.8118

Hilton
3180 W. Market St. Akron, OH
330.867.5000

Spitzer House B&B
504 W. Libert St., Medina
330.952.2129

Quality Inn
1435 S. Carpenter, Brunswick, OH
330.225.1112

